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" Washington,

31 st January, 1917.

My dear Colonel House,

I have received a telegram from Berlin
according to which I am to express to the President
the thanks of the Imperial Government for his
communication made through you. The Imperial
Government has complete confidence in the
President and hopes that he will reciprocate such
confidence* As proof I am to inform you in
confidence that the Imperial Government will be
very glad to accept the services kindly offered by
the President for the purpose of bringing about a
peace conference between the belligerents. My
Government, however, is not prepared to publish
any peace terms at present, because our enemies
have published such terms which aim at the
dishonour and destruction of Germany and her
Allies. My Government considers that as long
as our enemies openly proclaim such terms, it
would show weakness which does not exist, on our
part, if we publish our terms and we would in so
doing only prolong the War. However, to show
President Wilson our confidence, my Government
through me desires to inform him personally of the
terms under which we would have been prepared
to enter into negotiations, if our enemies had
accepted our offer of i2th December.

* Restitution  of the part of  Upper Alsace

occupied by the French.

Gaining of a frontier which would

German idea    protect     Germany     and     Poland

of peace terms economically and strategically against

Russia.
Restitution of Colonies in form of an agreement